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The Homeless Missourians Information System (HMIS) Project at the Missouri Association for Social 
Welfare conducted the Sheltered Point-in-Time Count for the Jasper/Newton Continuum of Care (CoC). 
The count was held in the state of Missouri on Wednesday, January 30, 2013. Data was collected from a 
total of ten programs: 
 

Emergency Shelters  Transitional Housing Programs  

Carthage Crisis Center  Economic Security Corporation 
Children’s Haven  Lafayette House 
Neosho Crosslines  Salvation Army – Joplin 
Souls Harbor of America  The H.O.U.S.E. Inc. 
FEMA Temporary Housing  Veteran Affairs (VA) Grant Per Diem 

 
In the previous count data was also collected for all ten programs, although demographic and 
subpopulation data was not captured for Carthage Crisis Center or the FEMA temporary housing units.  
 
Guidance from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on conducting the Point-
in-Time Count indicates that Point-in-Time Count data should only be collected for emergency shelters 
and transitional housing programs. While data was also collected by the HMIS Project for permanent 
housing programs in the Jasper/Newton Continuum of Care (CoC) on this date, those numbers are used 
to complete the Housing Inventory Chart, which is also submitted to HUD along with Point-in-Time 
Count data. The five permanent housing programs include the HUD Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing 
(VASH) program, a Shelter Plus Care program though the Department of Mental Health and three 
programs with Economic Security Corporation. Data from these five programs are not included in this 
report. 
 
Sheltered Point-in-Time Count Numbers 
There were a total of 336 households sheltered on the night of January 30, 2013 between the 
emergency shelters and transitional housing programs in the Continuum. This accounts for a total of 513 
individuals. This is a slight decrease from the July 2012 sheltered Point-in-Time Count, though there is 
not a specific breakdown of household types for the FEMA transitional housing units. A total of 574 
individuals were housed among all ten programs, which is slightly lower than the 513 sheltered in 
January 2013. This is likely due to the decrease in the number of individuals in the FEMA temporary 
housing units from 215 individuals to 135. 
 
Of the individuals sheltered on the January 2013 Point-in-Time Count, roughly 46 percent of them were 
in an emergency shelter (see Table 1). This is a slight change from the July 2012 count, again due to the 
decrease in those in FEMA temporary housing units.  
 

Table 1: Total Persons Sheltered 

Emergency Shelter 235 

Transitional Housing 278 

TOTAL 513 

 
Three different household types are captured for the Point-in-Time Count: households with children, 
households without children, and households with only children. Households without children 
constitute a majority of the 336 households sheltered (see Figure 1).  
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The 61 households with children that were sheltered on January 30, 2013 accounted for a total of 221 
individuals. A majority (60%) of those individuals were children (see Figure 2). The age categories 
reported for the 2013 Point-in-Time count changed from previous counts in order to get a more 
accurate picture of the total number of individuals in the 18 to 24 year old age category. Due to the 
change in categories, comparisons cannot be made to the previous count. In January, the new age 
category of 18 to 24 only reflected 17 of the 221 individuals sheltered.  

 

 
 
There were substantially more households without children, amounting to 272 households for a total of 
286 individuals. This is likely because there is a transitional housing program with a capacity of 172 beds 
that primarily serves single men and women. Only a small portion of those individuals fell within the age 
range of 18 to 24 (see Figure 3).  
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One program in the Jasper/Newton CoC provides housing to households with only children. On the 
January 2013 Point-in-Time Count date, there were 3 households with a total of 6 individuals sheltered.  
 
Basic Demographics 
The gender breakdown for the 513 individuals sheltered in January 2013 shows that a majority (61%) 
were male (see Figure 4). The breakdown is similar to the breakdown from the July 2012 count where 64 
percent were male, though those numbers did not include information from the individuals in the FEMA 
temporary housing units or at the Carthage Crisis Center.  

 

 
 
The race breakdown for those sheltered in January is slightly less telling than other demographic 
information collected. All 143 individuals from the FEMA temporary housing units were captured under 
the “refused to answer” category, accounting for 26 percent of the individuals (see Figure 5). Aside from 
that, the most commonly reported race was White or Caucasian, which is consistent with data from the 
July 2012 count.  
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Subpopulation Data 
The subpopulation data collected for the Point-in-Time Count is captured only for adults who were 
sheltered. An individual is considered an adult once they are 18 years of age or older, of which 375 were 
on January 30, 2013. Of those 375 adults, roughly 51 percent of them reported having a chronic 
substance abuse issue. However, this subpopulation category was not captured for the households in 
FEMA temporary housing, which constitutes 76 adults. There were also a number of individuals who 
reported having a physical disability or were a survivor of domestic violence (see Figure 6).  

 

 
 
An additional subpopulation element that is examined for the Point-in-Time Counts is veteran 
information. Of the adults receiving shelter, 97 of them reported being a veteran. That accounts for 26 
percent of the adult population, though it is important to note that veteran information was not 
captured for those in FEMA temporary housing. Regardless, this reflects a pretty substantial increase, as 
21 percent of the adult population was recorded as being a veteran in the July 2012 count.  
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What is slightly unique is that of all the veterans reported on during the January 2013 Point-in-Time 
Count, none were female. The distinction between male and female veterans is a new data element for 
the Point-in-Time Count that is being collected due to the collaborative relationship between HUD and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
 
Reasons for Emergency 
The final data element collected for the sheltered Point-in-Time Count pertains to the reasons the 
households were experiencing emergency. In addition to looking at the primary reasons for emergency, 
which currently encompasses 9 reasons including an “other” option, contributing factors for 
experiencing homelessness are also accounted for in the count.  
 
By and large, the most common primary reason for experiencing emergency in the Jasper/Newton CoC 
is substance abuse (see Figure 7). With 190 households reporting it as their primary reason, it accounts 
for 57 percent of all sheltered households. This is a bit lower than the percentage collected in July 2012 
where 70 percent of the households reported substance abuse as their primary reason, though those 
numbers did not include information from Carthage Crisis Center or FEMA temporary housing. The high 
number is likely due to the largest transitional housing program in the continuum primarily serving those 
who have drug or alcohol issues.  
 
The next most common reason for experiencing emergency is “other,” with a majority (65%) of those 
households coming from FEMA temporary housing due to the disaster from 2011. In July 2012, the 
second most common primary reason was lack of income, though that is likely because data did not 
including information from FEMA temporary housing in 2012. Following the “other” category is 
domestic violence, accounting for 8 percent. There were no households reporting “stranded/transient” 
as their primary reason for emergency.  

 

 
 
There are 11 reasons that could be selected as contributing factors for experiencing emergency. Divorce 
and eviction/foreclosure are reasons that are only counted as contributing factors rather than primary 
reasons. As with the primary reason, stranded/transient was not selected as a contributing factor. That 
reflects a pretty substantial change from the 19 percent who reported it as a contributing factor in July 
2012.  
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Data from both the July 2012 and January 2013 Point-in-Time Count show many similarities in terms of 
demographics and also the primary reasons that households were experiencing homelessness, though 
there are some limitations in that not all data was collected for Carthage Crisis Center and the FEMA 
temporary housing units. Additional CoC reports developed by the HMIS Project will examine the trend 
of homelessness to determine what this increase might be attributed to, aided by conversations with 
agencies in the Jasper/Newton CoC.  Reports will also be developed to fully capture population and 
subpopulation data as well as evaluate the performance of programs to better determine how to 
prevent and end homelessness.  


